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Is the case in most zillahs in Bengal* From
the Moluvees and Pundits down to the low-
est writers in the Court, all the officers are
possessed of landed estates in the district,
many of them openly, and others. benameCj
or under fictitious names. If we consider,/
that scarce an order can be passed which
does not in some measure affect the interest
of these men, and that, in every case where
they are likely to be sufferers, they will do
their utmost to counteract and obstruct our
endeavours ; and if we consider,-at the same
time, that they at present rise and flourish
by the dejection and oppression of the pea-
sants, whose comfort it is our duty to pro-
mote; and that, If they cannot keep up the
terror of their names in the interior of their
district, their affairs will go to ruin, we shall
no longer wonder at that constant clashing
of authority, which, though seldom proved,
is well known to exist between the Magis-
trate and his officers* His own officers are
the last persons whom a skilful Magistrate

".    will